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Main Features of the Women’s Convention

- CEDAW

The Convention is the most comprehensive bill of rights for women in existence.

It obligates the State to protect women from discrimination and to be accountable for
violations of women’s human rights.

It is based on a principle of equality between women and men. Hence it extends the
coverage of human rights to women.

It mandates rights for women through the legislative process. This means that there
is a clear avenue for drawing accountability for the guarantee of these rights.

It recognizes that despite legal rights being granted for women in many countries,
discrimination persists, and women’s access to legal rights are curtailed by denial of
women’s rights to economic and social development. Hence it recognizes the
importance of both de facto and de jure rights for women.

It recognizes that inequality between women and men is socially constructed and
hence recognizes the fact of discrimination against women. In this regard it
recognizes not only current discrimination but also past discrimination and
introduces the concept of corrective measures to overcome the effect of past
discrimination that leaves women disadvantaged vis — a vis men.

It bridges traditional division between civil and political rights and social and
economic rights and makes a strong case for the indivisibility of these rights.

It addresses the need to tackle power relationships between men and women at all
levels, from family to community, market and state. In particular it discards
divisions between the private and the public spheres, by recognizing violations of
women in the “private sphere” i.e. within the home.

Specifically addresses the role of culture and sex stereotyping and attitudes in
shaping discrimination against women.




