 CONVENTION
ON THE
E LIMINATION

) OF ALL FORMS OF

ISCRIMINATIO
L AGAINST

ILLUSTRATED BY
FAREEDA ASIF AL

&
A isabel PUBLICATION



- PART -
Article 1

For the purposes of the present Convention, the term "discrimination against women" shall mean any
distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of sex which has the effect or purpose of impairing "
or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise by women, irrespective of their marital status, on a
basis of equality of men and women, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic,
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social, cultural, civil or any other ficld.




cticle 2

States Parties condemn discrimination against women in all its forms, agree to purse by all appropriate rpeans
and without delay a policy of eliminating discrimination against women and, to this end. undertake:

(a) To embody the princible of the eqguality of men and women in their national constitutions or other
appropriate legislation il not yel incorporated therent and to ensure, through faw and otner appro-
priate means, the practical e alization ol this princmple;

(k) 1o adopt appropriaie fegislative and other measures, ncluding sanction wheve appropriate, prohiv-
iting ali discrimmation against wometn !

()  To establish legal peotection of the rights of womit Ot an equal basis with men and o ensuie
through compeient national (ribunals and other public institutions the effectve protection ol women

SCrinnationt

against any act of d;

() To refrang from ging in suy act or practice ol discriminalion against womer and to cnsure
that public atuthunies aud nstitations shall act m contormity with this obligabion;

(&) To take all appropriate medsures to eliminate diserimination against women by any person, organi-
zalion OF enfernresa;

O To take alt appropriaie DCAsUrcs, inciuding legislation, to modify or abolish existing iaws, regula
tions, customs and practices which constilute discrimination against women:

(@) To repeal all nalional penat provisions which constitute discrimination against women.
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Article 3

’ X o i ral ﬁeldsv an
all fields, in particular in the political, S\OC"“L eioarllodm;fivz:li:f;\lgf\:t of women, for the
) i nsure the full developmen , on a
slation, 0 éx?moymem of human rights and fundamenta\ freedoms
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States Parties shall lakf: in al Js,
including leg

Lopropriale measures, s ¢
ot 1em the exercisc an

purpose of guarantecing th
basis of equality with men.
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1. Adoption by States Parties of temporary special measures aimed at accelerating de facto equality between
men and women shall not be considered discrimination as defined in the present Convention, but shall in nc¢
way entail as a consequence the maintenance of unequal or separate standards; these measures shall be
discontinues when the objectives of equality of opportunity and treatment have been achieved.

2. Adoption by States Parties of special measures, including those measures contained in the present Conven
tion, aimed at protecting maternity shall not be considered discriminatory.
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Article 5

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures:

i jew to achieving
1 t of men and women, with a view i
1 and cultural patterns of conduc . _ A
G ml(')dl'fy tJl)en S:))fc l;‘:ejudices and customary and all other practices Whlilh all‘zsbfez)sre?n 2: i
tt}}: ?nlfrenrl;:;ilty or the superiority of either of the sexes or on stereotyped ro

women,;

pmen (A} ren, ‘ e el t ‘ the tere ts I ”[e (:I] l(h en 1s ‘he r““”r(hal

consideration in all cases.
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Article O

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to suppress all forms of traffic in

women and exploitation of prostitution of women.
» -~
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s Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination a

_ublic life of the country and, in particular, shall ensure to women, on equal terms with men, the right

(a To vote in all elections and public referenda and to be eligible for election to all publicly elected
bodies; '

() To participate in the formulation of government policy and the implementation thereof and to hold
public office and perform all public functions at all levels of government,

(¢©)  To participate in non-governmental organizations and associations concerned with the public and

political life of the country.
b
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Article S

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure to women, on equal terms with men and wi.th‘out
any discrimination, the opportunity to represent their Governments at the international level and to participate

in the work of international organizations.
b
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Article 9

1. States Par«ties_ shall grant women equal rights with men to acquire, change or retain their nationality.
Thgy shall ensure in pamcular_ that neither marriage to an alien nor change of nationality by the husband
during marriage shall automatically change the nationality of the wife, render her stateless or force upon her
the nationality of the husband.

2. States Parties shall grant women equal rights with men with respect to the nationality of their children.
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ed in pre-school, general, technical, professional and higher technical
education, as well as in all types of vocational training; ,
(b)  Access to the same curricular, the same examinations, teaching staff with qualifications of the
same standard and school premises and equipment of the same quality;
(©)  The elimination of any stereotyped concept of the roles of men and women at all levels and in all
forms of education by encouraging coeducation and other types of education which will help to

adaptation of teaching methods;

(d)  The same opportunities to benefit from scholarships and other study grants;

() The same opportunities for access to Programmes of continuing education, including adult and
functional literacy programmes, particularly those aimed at reducing, at the earliest possible time,
any gap in education existing between men and women;

(D The reduction of female student drop-out rates and the organization of programmes for girls and
women who have left school prematurely;

(g) The same Opportunities to participate actively is sports and physical education;

(h)  Access to specific educational information to help to ensure the health and. well-being of families,
including information and advice on family planning.
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PART -

Article 1 1

1.  States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in the field of

employment in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women, the same rights, in particular:
(a) The right to work as an inalienable right of all human beings;

(b)  The right to the same employment opportunities, including the application of the same criteria for

selection in matters of employment;

() The right to free choice of profession and employment, the right to promotion, job security and all

benefits and conditions of service and the right to receive vocational training and retraining, including
apprenticeships, advanced vocational training and recurrent training;

(d)  The right to equal remuneration, including benefits, and to equal treatment in respect of work of equal
value, as well as equality of treatment in the evaluation of the quality of work;
(e)  The right to social security, particularly in cases of retirement, unemployment, sickness, invalidity and
old age and other incapacity to work, as well as the right to paid leave;

6] The right to protection of health and to safety in working conditions, including the safeguarding of the
function of reproduction.

2. Inorderto prevent discrimination against women on the grounds of marriage or maternity and to ensure their
effective right to work, States Parties shall take appropriate measures:

(@) To prohibit, subject to the imposition of sanctions, dismissal on the grounds of pregnancy or of
maternity leave and discrimination in dismissals on the basis of marital status;

(®) To introduce maternity leave with pay or with comparable social benefits without loss of former
employment, seniority or social allowances;

(¢)  The encourage the provision of the necessary supporting social services to enable parents to combine

family obligations with work responsibilities and participation in public life, in particular through
promoting the establishment and development of a network of child-care facilities;

(d) To provide special protection to women during pregnancy in types of work provided to be harmful to
them.

3. Protective legislation relating to matters covered in this article shall be reviewed periodically in the light of
scientific and technological knowledge and shall be revised, repealed or extended as necessary.
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Article 1 2

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in the field
of health care in order to ensure, on d basis of equality of men and women, access to health care services,
including those related to family planning. :

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article, States Parties shall ensure to women
appropriate services in connection with pregnancy, confinement and the post-natal period, granting free serv-

ices where necessary, as well as adequate nutrition during pregnancy and lactation.
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Article 1 3

1. Stat 1 1 imi
es parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in other

(@  The right to family benefits;

Eb)) %e r%ght to ban}_< '1oans,_ mortgages and other forms of financial credit;
c e right to participate in recreational activities, sports and all aspects of cultural life.
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cle 14

States Parties shall take into account the particular problems faced by rural women and the significant
roles which rural women play in the economic survival of their families, including their work in the non-

monetized sectors of the economy, and shall take all appropriate measures to ensure the application of the
provisions of this Convention to women in rural areas.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in rural area

in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women, that they participate in and benefit from rural
development and, in particular, shall ensure to such women the right:

(a) The participate in the elaboration and implementation of development planing at all levels;

(b) To have access to adequate health care facilities, including information, counselling and services in
family planning;

(¢) To benefit directly from social security programmes,

(d) To obtain all types of training and education, formal and non-formal, including that relating to
functional literacy, as well as, inter alia, the benefit of all community and extension sérvices, in
order to increase their technical proficiency;

()  To organize selfhelp groups and co-operatives in order to obtain equal access to economic oppor-
tunities through employment or self-employment;

# to participate in all community activities;

(g) To have access to agricultural credit and loans, marketing facilities, appropriate technology and
equal treatment in land and agrarian reform as well as in loan resettiement schemes;

(h)  To enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to housing, sanitation, electricity and

water supply, transport and communications.
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Article 1 5

1.  States Parties shall accord to women equality with men before the law.

2. States Parties shall accord to women, in civil matters, a legal capacity identical to that of men and the
same opportunities to exercise that capacity. In particular, they shall give women equal rights to conclude

contracts and to administer property and shall treat them equally in all stages of procedure in courts and
tribunals.

3.  States Parties agree that all contracts and all other private instruments of any kind with a legal effect
which is directed at restricting the legal capacity of women shall be deemed null and void.

4.  States Parties shall accord to men and women the same rights with regard to the law relating to the
movement of persons and the freedom to choose their residence and domicile.
b
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Article 10

1% States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to €liminate discrimination against women in all mat-

ters relating to marriage and family relations and in particular shall ensure, on a basis of equality of men and
women:

(a) The same right to enter into marriage:

(b) The same right freely to choose a spouse and to enter into marriage only with their free and full
consent;

() The same rights and responsibilities during marriage and at its dissolution;

(d The same rights and responsibilities as parents, irrespective of their marital status, in matters
relating to their children; in all cases the interests of the children shall be paramount;

(&) The same rights to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of their children and
to have access to the information, education and means to enable them to exercise these rights;

o The same rights and responsibilities with regard to guardianship, wardship, trusteeship and adop-
tion of children, or similar institutions where these concepts exist in natioual legislation; in all
cases the interests of the children shall be paramount;

(g The same personal rights as husband and wife, including the right to choose a family name, a
profession and an occupation;

(h) The same rights for both spouses in respect of the ownership, acquisition, management, adminis-

tration, enjoyment and disposition of property, whether free of charge or for a valuable
consideration.

2. The betrothal and the marriage of a child shall have no legal effect, and all necessary action, including
legislation, shall be taken to specify a minimum age for marriage and to make the registration of marriages in

an official registry compulsory.
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. PART - V

e 17-22

Establishment of a Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
States Parties to submit a report every five years

Rules, procedures and schedule of meetings for the Committee

Committee to report to the General Assembly of the UN

Specialized agencies can make representation to the Committee

Article 23'30

More conducive State Parties equality legislation and international agreements etc. will not be affected by the
Convention

States Parties will adopt all measures to ensure rights recognised by the Convention

The Secretary General of the UN is the depositary of the Convention for any instruments of ratification and
accession to the Convention and for requests for revision of the Convention

The Convention entered into force after 20 countries had ratified it. For each state the Convention becomes
effective 30 days after it has been ratified

The Secretary General of the UN circulates to all States reservations made by States and reserves the right
to reject these

States can withdraw reservations at any time

Disputes in mterpretatxon or application of the Convention can be referred to The International Court of
Justice ‘
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